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The Manse 16 Booth Drive Ashbourne Derbyshire DE6 1SZ 

Tel: 01335 342408 email: revtimmorris@aol.com 
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Dear Friends, 
����������������������

 
Having just returned from my Sabbatical, I want to say: “it’s good to be 
back”. That being said, as I was living in Ashbourne during the sabbatical 
and “keeping an ear to the ground”, it was difficult not to be far away 
from the latest goings on! 
 
Firstly, I want to say how grateful I am to the many people who under-
took, or were potentially “on call” for, extra work. One of the strengths of 
the Methodist Church, and of our Circuit in particular, is the number of 
people we have who readily offer their gifts and talents through the life of 
the church. I am reminded that the Methodist Church is a movement of 
people – lay and ordained – who together work as part of the body of 
Christ. So, well done for keeping the worship and ministry of the local 
churches and Circuit going. 
 
Then I’d like to say how grateful I have been to have had the opportunity 
to take life at a different pace. No deadlines to meet, appointments to at-
tend, or meetings to prepare for. It has been a quieter time in the life of the 
Circuit in many ways (one of the reasons to taking the Sabbatical when I 
did). But the lack of pressure to constantly “have to” is an enormous re-
lease.  
 
So what have I been doing? Well, I have had the freedom to attend events 
and go to places that the commitment to work would not usually allow. 
One highlight was going to Beth Shalom, the Holocaust Memorial Centre 
near Newark. Perhaps it’s a place we could go to as a Circuit one day, al-
though I know some have already been. Then for a number of weeks there 
was a regular computer course at the Adult Education Centre which has 
reinforced many things I already knew, but has also given me new skills. 
That was topped up by attending a two day course on PowerPoint and 
multimedia at Willersley Castle. 
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Clearing out the office and sorting through some of the unpacked boxes 
since moving here two years ago, was very therapeutic. 
 
I have dipped in to a bit of reading again, and started to re plan the diary 
to allow more time to study and to prepare for events. Looking at how to 
better use “free time” has been good and will hopefully enable a more 
balanced work/life ratio.  
 
Then there has been the visiting of other churches who provide a coffee 
shop/café. It sounded as if I’d be eating cake and drinking tea all the time, 
but I visited, with three or four other folk, a number of places. It was 
good to see what others do, to see what we could learn and how we could 
develop our own work.  
 
Part of the Sabbatical is about time for your own interests. One of these 
has been family history. Alison and I have really enjoyed spending time 
working together on this and we have drawn a line under some family 
mysteries, but of course opened up new lines of enquiries. We’ve also 
been able to visit places where, in particular, Alison's family once lived, 
and indeed two cemeteries where members of the family are buried, but 
the graves had been forgot for a long time. It has given us much to think 
about for the future and will undoubtedly be something we will keep 
working at. Being able to share with the family history group at church 
has also been very rewarding.  
 
Being freer with time has meant I was able to offer practical help for a 
day or so to the local community. The Ashbourne Men’s Forum have 
helped rejuvenate two garden areas at The Leys, and I have spent a bit of 
time, with others, in finishing off one or two parts of the project. At Hill-
top School, where I am a governor, I have been able to offer time to the 
head teacher as we consider plans for an extension to the premises, and 
also helpd out when they prepared for their Ofsted visit! 
 
I am grateful to those who during the Sabbatical offered us hospitality 
and it has been good to spend time in a more relaxed and informal setting 
with others. I have been able to worship in other churches as well as at-
tend worship with my family in Ashbourne. The Manse garden has also 
benefited from some of my time and we now have our very own pebble 
fountain, which I am very proud of.    
                                                                                    (concluded on p9 )               
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Firstly some background to the Partner-
ship for those who are new to our church. In 1977 the         
Leaders of the Anglican, Baptist, Methodist and United  

Reformed Churches in Derbyshire wanted to make their churches more 
outward looking and encourage ecumenical working. They decided on a 
partnership with the newly formed Church of North India, which is a 
United Church. Over the years various local links have formed and in 
1998 the Bishop of Patna, Bishop Philip Marandih, came to Ashbourne. 
The Patna diocese covers the state of Bihar and part of Jharkand in north 
east India in the Ganges valley. It is one of the poorest areas in India. As 
a result a Partnership between his diocese and Ashbourne Churches     
Together was established 
 
There have been visits from Ashbourne to Patna in 2000, 2006, 2007 and 
2009 and a visit to Ashbourne by Bishop Marandih and four headteachers 
in 2004, leading to support for the re-roofing of St Luke’s hospital in  
Hiranpur and a scheme to sponsor the board and lodging of girls in St 
John’s school Taljhari. The school was founded in 1864 by British     
Missionaries who wanted to offer education to the predominantly Santali 
tribespeople of that area and to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
them.  
The school now educates children at primary and middle school levels. 
However, many of the children come from very poor families and during 
term time those from outlying areas have to live in hostels at the school. 
The school does not have the resources to give board and lodging to its 
full complement of children and so many poor children, particularly girls, 
have been unable to benefit from the education offered by St. John's. 
However the cost of board and lodging for one child is only Five Pounds 
(£5.00) per month This is not a large sum for most of us but it does make 
a tremendous difference to these children. 
 
The Partnership, thanks to the generosity of many people, is currently 
sponsoring 100 girls at their hostel which is as many as the school can 
cope with comfortably at the moment. There is also a need for help with 
the cost of uniform and medicines plus the possibility of funding High 
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School education for the girls from Taljhari and also in other places in the 
diocese so we have now extended our scheme to cover education across 
the diocese, although we will continue to concentrate on Taljhari. 
 
We had visited Barharwa in 2006 and 2007 but only stayed for a few 
hours. We decided that in 2009 we would spend three weeks at St. Tho-
mas’s mixed English medium school there. We were warmly        wel-
comed by both staff and pupils. John taught the older pupils Maths for 
most of  
his time and Elizabeth taught Biology and Environmental Studies. We 
also helped with the teaching of English. There are two Hindi medium 
girl’s schools together with hostels on the site. Despite language          
difficulties the girls came to talk to us and told us about themselves and 
their families. We had a wonderful time there and felt part of their     
community. We were invited to visit the homes of both teachers and   
pupils.  
 
From Barharwa we went to St. John’s School, Taljhari to see the         
developments there since our last visit in 2007. We saw changes made to 
the pond and vegetable garden, Ashbourne Rotary Club having given 
some money to help with this project. The school currently educates boys 
and girls up to the age of 14. They have to go elsewhere if they are to take 
the public examinations at 16, similar to our GCSE. Not many do. The 
Bishop is keen to develop the school into a High School so the pupils can 
stay and take their examinations in Taljhari. We saw the new buildings 
for the High School and were privileged to be asked to open the new   
library. 
 
After Taljhari we visited other schools in the Diocese which are          
interested in forming a link with schools in the Ashbourne area. We hope 
that the British Council will help to fund this link. We had hoped to    
welcome a party in May which would have included two teaches but 
there were problems over visas and only Bishop Marandih came. During 
his stay he blessed one of the wells at the Tissington Well Dressings.     
However we hope that Mr George, who oversees the English medium 
schools in the Diocese, will come in early October. 
 
 



6 

The ACT Patna Partnership operates as a Trust. A steering committee, 
made up of people from a number of local churches, organises the visits 
and fund raising activities. We do need new people to join us to help. It 
would also be wonderful to have some new faces visiting the diocese in 
the future. 
 
You can find more details about the partnership and reports and pictures 
of the visits on our church website at  
http://www.ashbourne-methodist-church.supanet.com/patna.html 
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Sonnet 18 by William Shakespeare (globally warmed edition) 
 

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 
With climate change, 'tis difficult to know. 

Referring to those 'darling buds of May' 
No longer seemed so sure as long ago. 

For who dares say what summer days may hold? 
As nowadays the strands of nature's web 

Span summer days that oft are biting cold, 
And trees that bud in April, March or Feb. 
To say that thou art like a summer's day 

Now labels you as moody, quick to change 
From bright and warm to sullen, wet and grey, 

Your sunny features quick to rearrange 
Themselves to form a less attractive you, 

And all is blamed on excess CO2. 



7 

�����������������������������������������������������
����
��
� �!!�"��	��
 
You will have read in the last edition of Connections about the newly 
formed group which will meet roughly twice a month on Tuesday after-
noons in the Century Hall.  The dates will be advertised in advance, and 
there is a programme available, which takes us up to Christmas, and 
which will be on the vestibule notice board.  
 
 The first meeting will be on 8th September, when Rev. Tim Morris will 
be the speaker.  Our second meeting in September is on 22nd, when the 
topic will be “A Pommie in the Bush”, and Mr Alan Halton will tell us 
about his experiences as a welfare officer with the aboriginals in        
Australia.  
 
 On 6th October Mr John Gatt and Betty Hadley will talk about Operation 
Christmas Child, looking at what happens outside of the work we do in 
Ashbourne.   
 
These are the details of the first three meetings;  we will give the remain-
ing dates up to Christmas in the next issue of Connections.  The meetings 
are open to men and women, and people from the village chapels are 
warmly invited to attend.  Meetings begin at 2.15 pm and finish with a 
cup of tea (and cakes!) at about 3.15 pm.  If transport is needed this can 
be arranged.  Please ring Margaret Bacon for further information on 
01335 342156. 

                  Operation Christmas Child 
 
A number of us have been making shoe box items and 
raising money over the past year.  We are approaching 
the time when the campaign for this year begins, and 

leaflets are available as usual.  The stall, which we have held for the past 
3 years after the morning service in the Century Hall, will take place 
again, when items for shoe boxes will be available at bargain prices.  
There will also be a     Coffee Morning once again in The Cornerstone on 
Wednesday            14th October, from 10 am – 12 noon, with stalls    
selling shoe box gifts, as well as other goods.  Please come and support 
this event. 
             Further details from Betty Hadley 



8 

��������	
������	�

��	��	�


��	
�����
�����
�����		
�	��
����


�
������������	
�
��	��
�	
��������������	
������
��	 ���������
����
�������
�	������
���
�����������������
��
��������

���	��
�����������
�����	
 
�!"#!
$�%!
&
'




���
�����������������
����������
�������	�� ��	
��	 ���
����!�
�����


�������
���	������	��"�#����������	
������������� ��$����������������%�
��������
�#�������� ��������������������	
���
����� ��
�������������������
&'( (((�
��������������������������	
��	���������
� ������������	
����
�����
��
����
�
�����#�����������	�������������)��������� ���� �����������	
� 


���(
��	
�����)	�* �*+�� ���
�����
�*,,*�"�-.���/�
������������

������������������
�

��	�������!�
����/	�
�
������ 
�.���/�
�����������
����	
���
�
�������#���
����������
���������0	����� � �1/�#���������	��
������
����	��#����#��
��������	
�����
�
2���34��
/��������	�� �1��
�	���	������.��
��
��
������������#�	���
���������������������

���������� �������������
��������
���	�� �
��������#�
������������5�������#������������
��$��������������#��
�����
�������������#���
�������������������#���
 �#��
��
��
���
#��$���
��������	
������������������������
����
�	

����
������	����#���
6���� �#��
��
����������������
��������
�����������
��	�������
���	����#���
�4�
.���/�
�������������$�����
��������������
����6�������������6�
�#��

��	���
�
���
��
�����1/�
����4���������
��.�����������#�
� ������������������ �
#�����#������������	�����������	
���.�#��/�����
��
��
�������/�
�����#����	���������������	�������� ���
�#������	���	���
����������
������������
�����	
�1/�
����4���������� 	������#�
$���������


��������������#���
���������������������3�

���� � �� � �	 
� � �
 
	� � �� � ���
� � � � � � 
 � � 	 � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 
 � �
��
�����������������
��
	������



9 

From The Minister (contd from p3) 
But above all there was the greatest gift, the gift of time – time to be with 
the family, to be here when the boys come home from school, to visit an 
elderly relative in the north east with my parents, to enjoy a bit of this 
beautiful part of the world we live in. It has been wonderful, and I am 
grateful for the gift of this time. I come back, hopefully a bit refreshed, 
with some new priorities in my head, with a great love for the members 
of my churches and a commitment to move along, with others, some of 
the ideas and thoughts about the direction of our churches. 
 
It has been a good experience for me – and I hope for the Circuit. Now I 
look forward to our continued ministry together, richer for the experi-
ences encountered on Sabbatical. 
 
Your minister and friend, 
                                                  ����

#
$%&'���&�&($
��)*�+�,- �� �'&��&�(&$�
 
This year it is planned to centre our thoughts on the needs 
of others as we celebrate God’s goodness to us in the many 
ways He continues to provide for each one of us. Our 
thoughts will centre on both  needs at home and abroad so 
we are asking that for those who wish to bring groceries 

that these will be suitable for the Normanton project of  Action for     
Children.   
 
A list of suggested provisions will be in the notices to remind you of 
what would be appreciated.   
 
For those wishing to make a monetary contribution there will be a plate 
available for donations to our mission partners in Zimbabwe to enable 
them to continue to feed the children in school, providing essential    
nourishment in a time when food prices remain high.   
 
This is a real opportunity to show our practical appreciation of living in a 
affluent society. 
                                                                                                            Joy Watts 
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Our next Circuit event will be a Meeting at Hulland on Thursday 3 Sep-
tember at 2.15 pm. The speaker will be Pamela Levens of the Leprosy 
Mission. There will be refreshments and a bring and buy stall at the end. 
All proceeds will be for the Leprosy Mission. All are welcome. If you 
require transport, please contact me (343751) and I will endeavour to  
arrange it. 
 
2	���	���2���
Please note that the next District Day will be on Thursday 15 October at 
Zion Methodist Church, South Normanton (and not on Tuesday 13 Octo-
ber at Castle Donnington as stated on the Circuit Plan). The Speaker in 
the afternoon will be Sandra (Lewer) on Pathways. Please make a note of 
the date and do come along! 
                                                                                    �����
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Gerald Humphries and his family wish to thank everyone in Ashbourne 
Methodist Circuit for their friendship to Jean over many years and for 
their prayers and support during Jean's long stay in hospital.      They are 
very grateful for the very many expressions of   sympathy they have re-
ceived at this sad time and they were glad so many of Jean's Methodist 
friends were in the large congregation at the "Service of Thanksgiv-
ing  for all that had been given to Jean " 
  
They are also grateful for the gift of flowers to Jean and later Gerald that 
had  "adorned" Ashbourne Methodist Church and they did indeed bring 
comfort to both Jean and to Gerald. 
  
 Thanks are very much due to two members of the church, Clare and   
Stuart for their tributes to Jean at the service of thanksgiving and to Steve 
Parker for his tribute to Jean in the July/August issue of "Connections". 
  
 Finally may we thank everybody who donated, in gratitude for Jean's life 
and work. A total of £2,000 was sent  to the fund for Medical Aid for    
Palestinians (MAP).     
 
(	������
�����!��	�
��+��
To Teresa and Mark Dyster (younger son of Daphne and John) a   
daughter Amy Heather born on 24th July, a sister for Lucy (now 2 years 3 
months). Thank you to those who prayed regarding a job for Mark after 
he was made redundant. He now has a new job within travelling distance 
of his home in Bradford. 
 
���
������+�
Nigel & Rachel Jeffery-Walker would like to thank everyone who sent 
cards on the birth of Matthew Sam on 14th June. 
These were much appreciated and it was good to know that people were 
praying and thinking of us. 
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The Circuit was saddened by the news of the death on 19th August of 
Mr Arthur Durose of Stanton Methodist Church. He was 87 years old. As 
well as the members of the chapel in Stanton, the whole Circuit and wider 
community has felt the sadness of his passing and we remember him as a 
dedicated worker for the Lord, and a stalwart steward of the chapel. He 
had been the chapel steward for about 57 years. 
  
The service of thanksgiving for his life and the committal took place at St 
Mary's Parish Church, Stanton at 2.30pm on Wednesday 26th August, led 
by Rev John Richardson (acting Anglican priest-in-charge at Stanton), 
Rev Tim Morris (our own Superintendent Minster and Minister at 
Stanton), and Peter Hulland of Stanton Lees Chapel (an independent 
chapel in the village of Stanton Lees with which Arthur had a close     
association).  
  
The thoughts and prayers of the whole Circuit will be with his wife Lucy 
and children Stan, Wendy and Ray and their families at this time, together 
with our love and support of the Methodist congregation at Stanton. 
                                                                                                  Tim Morris 

The next Ashbourne Men’s Forum event will be 
on Tuesday, 22nd September at the Golf Club. 

 
The guest speaker will be Philip Lewer, talking 

about his life’s experiences employed by the  
Department of Health, his previous role as Group 
Director Health and Social Care, his involvement 
with Mind the Gap (a theatre company for people 
with learning difficulties), and his Christian faith. 

 
For further information and to make a booking   

                       see the AMF fliers or  
            contact 

David Higham (01335 350151), Roger Key (07729 331132),  
Chris Morris (01335 348240), Robert Sales (01335 342321) 

Jonathan Webb (01335 345903��

�
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Sunday Sept 6th  
Ashbourne 10:30am Rev Mark Broadhurst Communion 
 6:30 pm Rev Tim Morris 
Brailsford 10:45am Rev Tim Morris     United Service at Methodist 
Hulland 6:30pm Rev Kenneth Cupit 
Stanton 2:30pm Miss Diana Whitmill 
 
Sunday Sept 13th 
Ashbourne 10:30am Mr John Whitehead 
 6:30pm Mr Stuart Mustow 
Brailsford 10:30am Sister Merle Wilde Communion 
 8:00pm Rev Tim Morris     United Service at Methodist 
Hulland 6:30pm Mr Peter Dawson 
Kniveton 2:30pm Rev Tim Morris Communion 
Parwich 2:30pm Mrs Ann Parkinson 
Stanton 2:30pm Mr Tim Dutton 
Tissington 2:30pm Sister Merle Wilde 
 
Sunday Sept 20th 
Ashbourne 10:30am Mr Tom Parkinson 
 6:30pm Rev Tim Morris Communion 
Brailsford 10:30am Mrs Heather Garbutt  
Hulland 6:30pm Mr John Lowe                   Harvest Festival 
Kniveton 6:30pm at Hulland  
Parwich 10:00am Family Service at Parish 
Stanton 2:30pm Rev Tim Morris 
 
Sunday Sept 27th 
Ashbourne 10:30am Rev Tim Morris Harvest Festival 
 6:30pm Mr John Dyster Harvest Festival 
Brailsford 10:30am Fiona Green 9:30am Breakfast 
Hulland 6:30pm Rev Trevor Staniforth 
Kirk Ireton 6:30pm Rev Tim Morris Harvest Festival 
Kniveton 11:00am Sister Merle Wilde Family Service 
Parwich 2:30pm Rev Tim Morris 
Stanton 2:30pm Mrs Ann Parkinson 
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(Facing Cancer with Faith) 
  
I really appreciated reading this - for its interest but for all the "easy to 
relate to" wisdom within it. 
The shared experiences and related scripture was really helpful.                                                                
                                                                                                Ruth Mallard 
  
I have also read this book and was greatly uplifted by its joy. Fiona Castle 
is so honest about the difficulties throughout her life and gives credit to 
God for bringing her to a new place of JOY. 
Ruth and I both went to see her in Buxton on tour, and saw for ourselves 
how she radiates the JOY which exudes in her books. 
There are a number of Fiona Castle’s books available in the library,      
recommended to encourage and uplift.                            Mrs Chris Morris 
 
')���'�$%�%)$� (����	!	��3�
���  
"whose own Christian belief was almost destroyed by the church, has 
spent a lifetime searching for a faith that works.......... 
  
Soul Survivor tells his story, interwoven with inspiring portraits of      
notable people including: Mahatma Ghandi; Dr Brand; Martin Luther 
King; G.K. Chesterton; John Donne; Dostoevsky and Henri Nouwen. 
  
These Selfless, Christ-like people inspire Yancey and he asks what he and 
we can do to find such beautiful faith in our own lives." 
  
This was quite a long read, which I found easier listening to cassettes 
whilst ironing!. He is honest about his disillusionment with the church in 
his earlier years. He was searching and found answers while he was   
writing!  
I found a deeper appreciation in my understanding of the Scriptures, 
and life as Jesus intended for the Christian who lives close to Him. 
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Other books available in the church library are: 
"What's so amazing about grace?"  and  "The Jesus I never knew".  I 
would heartily recommend Yancey for people asking questions. 
                                                                                     Mrs Chris Morris 
 
��	
�������	��	�
��	!!	�
��� by Tony Lambert�+�Publisher:  OMF�
 
As a young child, one of the names I was familiar with from numerous 
assembly readings was that of Gladys Aylward, the famous Christian 
missionary to China.  I am ashamed to report, however, that her name, 
along with that of Watchman Nee, is all I knew about Christian work in 
China until  I read this book. 
 
If you are ever tempted to feel, when surveying the scene in England, that 
the Christian cause is hopeless and nothing is happening you should read 
this book – God is alive and well and living in China! 
 
It tells of the simply phenomenal growth of the Christian Church in 
China, covering the work of both the Underground and Official Church 
groups, as well as a number of more dubious sects. 
 
This is a well researched and educational book whilst at the same time 
being immensely readable, and I am sure you will benefit from            
encountering it. 
                                                                                              Cathy Stubbs 
 
Please keep the reviews coming especially after the summer holidays. 
Let's hear about your summer reading that has inspired you: novels; life-
stories, faith and prayer life. 
                                                       Mrs Chris Morris (Church Librarian) 
  

��4�����)4��8����
�����	
���	4��� is the 
title of a meeting to be held in Ashbourne Town Hall 
at 9.30 a.m on Saturday, 3 October.                 

Breakfast available. 
It is being organised by Lucy Waldron, the East Midlands Christian Aid 
organiser. 
 
 For more details contact Catherine Green or Elizabeth Hurfurt 
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Like it or loathe it texting and it’s associated abbreviated language is the 
preferred method of communication for many, rivalling even E-mails, 
especially among the younger members of the population. “Samaritans” 
has recently added texting a communication option along with  phone 
calls, E-mails and personal visits as a means of contacting them if you are 
feeling suicidal or in need of emotional support. 
 
At a recent ACT Mid Day Prayers session Rev Mair Bradley told us 
about a recent Girls Brigade holiday she had been helping with. The girls 
were asked to put the Lord’s Prayer into ‘textese’ - here are two          
examples; - 
     R father abuv, lv name. Kingdom cum wil 
dun ere as abuv. food pls. 4giv sin elp us 4giv rest. No trials pls, glory 
etc's yrs, 4eva amen. 
                                     Jane 
 R Dad    
Glory U cum 
In hevn 
Yr wil b dun 
Her as there 
Feed us 
4giv sins 
As we do uthrs 
Lets not b temtd 
But gud                               
Yrs is all 
4evr 
Rmn 
  
Christine 

*�:��
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In this chapter God comforts his people suffering exile in Babylon. How-
ever, he challenges them about what they really believe about him and his 
care for their lives. The real problem for them and ourselves is often not 
our circumstances but how we respond to them. Here God gives three 
reasons for his people not to be afraid. 

You belong to the LORD 

What made God’s relationship with Israel so unique? He created them 
and rescued (ie ‘redeemed’) them from slavery in Egypt. This is because 
they were precious and honoured in his eyes, the ones he loved (1,3,4). It 
is this special relationship with God that Christians enter into through 
faith in Christ. 

• What does it mean for you to say, ‘God calls me by name, I belong to 
him’? 

The LORD cares for you 

How does God uniquely care for his people? The promise of this passage 
is that he is with us to protect us, so that we shall not be overwhelmed 
when we go through the waters nor burned when we walk through the fire 
(2,5). This assumes that even though we belong to God we will still face 
afflictions. 

• How have you experienced God’s presence in difficult times? 

There is no one like God 

Using the image of the court room (8-13), God invites all the nations to 
come and present their case for the worship of false gods. In answer, God 
makes the point that no one is like him; he alone is able to declare the 
future, fulfill it, and proclaim what he has done (v 12). 

• What is the object of our trust in difficult times? 

We are reminded here that it is suffering not prosperity that strengthens 
our trust in God and peels off the masks we didn’t even know we were 
wearing. 
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I don’t know if you keep up with the news in Zimbabwe. Things are still 
very difficult for most people, but the supermarket shelves are full again 
and people who can afford it, can buy what they want with US$ or the 
S.A.Rand. But never the less, many people are starving, and do not have 
access to affordable healthcare. Aid is getting in with food parcels via 
South Africa, and we need to pray for the aid-workers at this time. 
 
But Jonathan Hill has sent us encouraging news via his mother, of the 
family’s well being at this time. They live in Bulawayo and Jonathan 
commutes 2 or 3 times a week to Thekwane High School, near Plumtree, 
about 120 miles away. There, he has taught Mathematics to A-level for 
the last 20 years.  
 
Jonathan has updated his web-site, www.isabeljonathan.org that is well 
worth a browse. He says that this mission school is one of the best        
performing schools in the country. I mention this because these children 
will be the leaders – Christian leaders – of the country in just a few years 
time. Let us not weary in praying for them, that they will develop a true 
Christian faith and walk in God’s Way. 
 
During the difficulties of the last few years, Jonathan has been involved 
with the care of the smaller primary-school children, providing them with 
a peanut butter sandwich and drink of milk each day. It is easier to get 
hold of food now that they are able to use US$, and prices, though high, 
are stable. He has also been able to help the poorest of the children with 
school uniforms and exercise books. Let us remember the families of 
these small children who have so little. 
 
Isabel is working hard to establish the Child Care Department of the 
Methodist Church in Bulawayo District. There are over 2000 children, 
mostly AIDS orphans, spread over 9 mostly rural circuits. With the help 
of overseas gifts, they have been able to clothe the most needy,  
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particularly those in child-headed households, and buy school stationery. 
Isabel also spends 2 days a week in college. 
 
The orphanage building in Mzinyathi that came to a halt two years ago 
looks as if work may soon start again. They are currently getting         
quotations for roof trusses and hope they now have enough money in 
hand. Jonathan hopes to have more news soon. 
Isabel is the elected chairperson of the Ladies’ Fellowship at Hillside 
Methodist Church. She is also the Congregational Representative, and 
Vestry Steward. 
 
As well as being a Circuit Steward, Jonathan runs the Sunday school. He 
takes the 10-12 year olds mainly, and is really thankful that there are now 
6 teachers, which means much more quality time with each age group of 
the 50 or so children who attend. 
 
Their church has held a number of seminars recently, some of which 
Jonathan has been involved. A series of Bible studies on Old Testament 
characters. This was followed by workshops for Sunday school teachers 
and Youth Leaders. And lastly a workshop on communication. (Jonathan 
said he is always complaining people don’t communicate well, so they 
asked him to lead the seminar)! 
 
It is coming to the end of winter in Zimbabwe now, very cold in the early 
morning, warm in the daytime and chilly nights. Many people are     
struggling to plant and grow their own food. Let us pray that the rains 
come when they should, and the harvest will be plenty. 
                                                                                                    ������	��
�

 
Dear Friends,                          
 The summer break is nearly over and numerous events 

are listed in this edition deserving of our support. The October edition 
will be published on Sunday 4th October, deadline for copy Wednesday 
23rd September.  
 
HELP NEEDED!  Due to holidays we need a guest editor to put        
together the November edition, please contact me if you can help and I’ll 
explain what’s involved.                                ������������	�
��
��
��
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This is an opportunity to encourage friends, neighbours and those who 
have not been to church for a while to come and share in worship and to 
connect with God.  Churches throughout the country will be extending 
invitations to attend services and the Methodist Church has decided to 
join in this venture. 
Invitation cards will be given out to everyone on the previous two      
Sundays and you are being asked to prayerfully consider to whom you 
could address these.   
 
We are asking pastoral visitors to use these cards for those on their list 
who have not attended our church recently and invitations will also be 
sent to those families on the cradle role. 
 
AMC will be celebrating Harvest Festival which is a familiar occasion 
for most people and one with which many ’unchurched’ people would 
feel comfortable. Back to Church Sunday is not about filling pews but 
about giving people the opportunity to discover or rediscover a            
relationship with God.                                                             ����������

SEPTEMBER 27th 

�#��2$&*�'��#�$�#���  Monday afternoons. 
 
For the past couple of years Lynda Herbert has led this activity and we 
would like to express our thanks to her for the delight and imagination 
she has engendered into these meetings.  However, we are now looking 
for fresh leadership to continue to bring simple Bible stories to very 
young children.  Currently there are about ten children with carers who 
attend regularly to enjoy a mixture of songs, stories and activities with 
time also for a drink and chat. 
 
As from 7th September it is planned to meet initially in the church before 
continuing with activities in the Century Hall but in order to make this 
happen we are seeking someone to join the group and offer a leadership 
role so that parents can benefit from having time together. If you can help 
please speak to Catherine Green or Joy Watts 



22 

�

�
2
==��*7�
*2��*'��$
��)*
���&�#)2�'��
$��
�)��&���)*�*).�)*��*&�
�
A masculine Christ, a radiating Cain eyed by a simmering Abel and a 
floating vision of a dove are just some of the modern creative expressions 
of Christian faith now online in the Methodist Art Collection at        
http://www.methodist.org.uk/static/artcollection. 
 
Toby Scott, Director of Communications and Campaigns, said, "The 
works challenge the way we think of God, and how we visualise Jesus. 
Religious art has been at a cornerstone of western art for centuries, but 
these works of art continue to find new ways to depict the divine. The 
website is delight for art lovers and anyone seeking a different way to 
think about faith." 
 
The images presented are covered by a copyright agreement which allows 
them to be reproduced in conjunction with an exhibition of the collection 
or within the purposes of the Methodist Church. This means that they can 
be downloaded for use in worship, for group study or for private       
meditation. ( These stunning images are really worth a look - Editor) 
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Last month the Methodist Church asked people to write to their MPs  
calling for a delay for the decision on the replacement of the UK nuclear 
weapons system, known as Trident, which was due in September. 
 
The Government have since announced they will defer the decision until 
after next spring's nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT) review         
conference. 
 
The Methodist Church and ecumenical partners are now planning a major 
campaign in the lead-up to the review conference. Watch this space for 
news about how you can get involved over the coming months. 
�
For more details go to http://www.methodist.org.uk/index.cfm?
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Where now? - A teacher was finishing up a lesson on the joys of        
discovery and the importance of curiosity. "Where would we be today," 
she asked, "if no one had ever been curious?" 

One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room. "In the garden of 
Eden?" 

The sound of music - Joe's wife liked to sing. She decided to join the 
church choir. From time to time she would practise while she was in the 
kitchen preparing dinner. Soon, whenever she would start in on a song, 
Joe would head outside to the back garden. 

His wife, with hurt feelings, said, "What's the matter, Joe? Don't you like 
my singing?" Joe replied, "Well, put it this way, if I stay outside, the 
neighbours won’t assume that I’m beating you.” 

Money -  One day a small boy started pulling handfuls of money out of 
his pockets – several notes as well as many coins. Bewildered, his mother 
asked, "Where on earth did you get all that money?" 

"At church, of course," the boy replied, surprised. "They have bowls of it 
there.” 

Always on a Sunday - The irate customer called the newsagents, loudly 
demanding to know where the Sunday edition of her newspaper was. 
"Madam,” said the newsagent patiently, “We have not delivered your 
Sunday newspaper because today is Saturday. The Sunday paper is not 
delivered until tomorrow, on Sunday." 

There was quite a long pause on the other end of the phone, followed by a 
sigh of wakening understanding. "Well, now ... so that's why no one was 
at church today." 
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Monday   2pm  Children’s Church: weekly during term-time,  
                          Contact– Joy Watts (342542) 
                6.30pm  Housegroup - fortnightly  Leader Lynda Herbert 
                                                                                  (01889 591884)                                    
                7.30pm   Housegroup: weekly 
                               Leader - Gareth Rutledge (344948) 
 
Tuesday 10.00am  Housegroup: weekly 
                               Leaders - John & Elizabeth Hurfurt (342859)                                                     
               12.30pm   Luncheon Club - Last Tuesday in month, Century Hall 
                               Contact - John & Elizabeth Hurfurt (342859) 
                 2.l5pm   Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship - fortnightly, Century Hall 
                               Contact - Margaret Bacon (342156) 
                 7.00pm  Youth Club - weekly, Lower Hall 
                               Leader - Di Lambert (344503) 
                 7.30pm  Housegroup: fortnightly 
                               Leaders - Diana Whitmill (01889 590509) 
                                               Trevor Staniforth (347319) 
                                 
Wed          9.30am Walk and Talk Group – 1st & 3rd Wednesday 
                               Wednesday Wanderers - 2nd & 4th Wednesday 
                               Amble & Ramble - (easier walking)  2nd & 4th Wednesday 
                               Contacts - Chris and John Dakin(345280) 
                  7.30pm  Housegroup: fortnightly 
                               Leader - Stuart Mustow (343924) 
 
Thursday   7.30pm   Housegroup - weekly 
                                 Leader - Jeff Ffoulkes (300443) 
  
Friday         7.30pm – 9.30pm    The Basement (Drop in for young people in   
                                                    school years 7+)  
                                                    Contact - Di Lambert (344503) 
                    7.30pm    Choir Practice - weekly, Church 
                                    Leader -  
Thursday/Friday/Saturday - The Cornerstone Coffee Shop 
     Contact - Pat Fielding (345695) 
Circuit Staff 
 Rev Tim Morris                                              Sister Merle Wilde 
 16 Booth Drive                                               124 The Green Road 
 Ashbourne DE6 1SZ                                       Ashbourne DE6 1EE 
 Tel 01335 342408                                           Tel 01335 343793 
 E-mail: revtimmorris@aol.com 


