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Letter from the Minister
16 Booth Drive Ashbourne Derbyshire DE6 1SZ
Tel: 01335 342408 email: revtimmorris@aol.com

June 2008

Dear Friends,
Woven together

As | write this, | have just visited the tapestry at the Burton Institute in the
village of Wi nster with our Womenos
the AWinster Tapestryo.

We sat in front of a large 8ft x 6ft (or 2.5m x 2m in new money) panel re-

cessed into the wall of the hall where we were to hear a presentation about
the tapestry. |l 6d been to see the Le
which was a very large display of several huge panels. We were to be at
Winster for over two hours, with tea and cake of course! How much can there

be to say about something 8ft by 6ft | wondered, as a lady started to speak. |
have to say, the time flew by as we were told the story of how the idea of the
tapestry came about in the |l ate 1990
community and village organisations. Money was raised and various people
offered their talents as a range of techniques and stitches, fabrics and

materials were used. It was estimated that 10,000 hours were spent on it and

it cost £7,000.

Through ups and downs, the project was eventually completed and we all sat
enthralled by the talk we had heard, the dedication and commitment we had
learnt about and the beautiful creation we saw before us. It is well worth a
visit. The tapestry we looked at was a thing of great beauty, creativity and
wonder, but it took the skills, time, talent and help of many people to produce
it.

The Church is a bit like thiitmany people contributing their individual,

unigue gifts for the benefit of the whole that, woven together in Christ, we
might produce something of a greater beauty and wonder than any individual
could create by themselves.



I love this prayer. May it be ours as we weave together:

O Jesus, Master carpenter of Nazareth, who on the cross through wood and
nail did work humankindés whole salyv
workshop, that we who come to Thee rough hewn, may by Thy hand be
fashioned to a truer beauty and a greater usefulness. Amen

Your Minister and friend,
Tim

'Financial fantasists' take no thought for tomorrow

A recent survey on savings came up with the alarming fact that over half the adults in
Britain have not made any financial plans for their future. Of the rest, 11 per cent said
they had a "very vague" plan, while 21 per cent of those in the sample questioned
described their plan as "a work in progress".

The survey, carried out by National Savings before the current ‘credit crunch’, asked
those taking part if they were worried about their financial situation. Thehinde
who said that they did not worry gave one or more of three reasons.

Some of these 'financial fantasists' said that they expect to earn more in the future.
Another reason given was "l expect to always be able to borrow what | need", while
4 per cent were counting on a windfall or inheritance.

A further one in six said that they did not even bother to think about their finances.

Just one in ten said that they had a detailed financial plan but 55 per cent admitted
that they had no plan at all and a lot of these had only looked five years ahead.

Women were found to take the greatest risk with their financial planning. Widowed,
divorced and separated people are also in therigglgroup (having no financial
plan).

For Christians, all this raises the question of where the line can be drawn between
being responsible and prudent or "laying up treasure on earth, where moth and dust
corrupts.” Can one compare the rich young man who "went away sorrowful" when
Jesus suggested that he give everything away, with the average person in today's
society who has only modest means? What about our dependants, or those on whom
we would perhaps depend on if we fell on hard timé&d#ink about it.

(contributed



MISSION
MATTERS

The Hill Family in Zimbabwe & our Methodist Mission

Partners

Please continue to pray for Zimbabwe and for Jonathan and Isabel Hill and
their children, Stephen and Susannah, in their family life, work and church.
They really value the prayer support we offer them from the UK.

Mission Co -ordinators required!

Would you be willing to take on some of the missioroecdination work

within Ashbourne Methodist Church or join with a small group or partner

who may wish to serve in this way? Please pray if you or someone you know
would be able to take this on. More details from Ruth Mallard 01335 348342
or ruth@mallards.me.uk

G8 Summit 6 -12 July
Tear Fund encourage us to that we may be thousands of miles away from the
next Summit in Japan but our prayers at home do make a difference.

We can begin by thanking God for his sheer power and might. No global
|l eaders influence can ever come <cl os
ber his glorious power we can appreciate his intimate care for each one of us.

Pray that God will infuse the G8 talks with a clear perspective on the real
impact of climate change. Pray for bold leaders to speak out on behalf of
those whose voices cannot be heard.

We understand that our planet holds the resources to feed and support every
life and we know that inequality and injustice are found across the continents.
Pray for the world leaders in Japan next month to have discussions around

international devel opment that bear

The world is a tough place for women
Details taken from Tear Times Summer 2008 edition:

T Only 1% of the worlddés women own |



1 70% of the 1.2 billion people living in poverty are women and children

1 67% of illiterate people in the world are women.

1 Of the 191 member countries of the United Nations, only 12 have
female leaders.

1 AEmpowering women is not just an
reaching all of the Millennium De
retary-General Dr. A Migiro.

How we can help Please pray for justice for women across the planet:

1 That the worldwide church will make a stand for gender equality and
provide biblical teaching on godly relationships.

1 That we will all examine our own attitudes, being open minded, open
hearted, ready to listen and change.

This is an issue to discuss within our church or home groups. Is inequality
between the sexes breeding injustice in communities known to you? How can
we challenge injustice wherever we meet it?

A prayer by E & M Adams, from our own District -

Father God, in our everyday lives, with your guidance, may we turn ordinary
days into special days as we look for new ways of serving you. And in our
serving may our lives be enriched and our witness strengthened.

Cover us, with your everlasting arms of love when things seem difficult.
Help us to see you in a new way when the familiar seems distant.

Allow us to explore the variety of ways in which we can introduce you to
others.

Never let us hold onto our way of doing things if it stops others from finding
you.

Give us grace, to place ourselves completely in your care and guidance.
Everything we have is a gift from you; help us to use all that we have for
your honour and glonAmen.

Ruth Mallard

MHA
The 2007 / 2008 total for Methodist Homes has been adjusted after check-
ing with the Derby Office and is now finalised£&it801.13p Once again
abig thank you to all, churches and individutds their generosity

Tom ParkinsorMHA Circuit Representative
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Ashbourne Church & Annual Meeting

There were 47 members at the annual church meeti2g"bApril 2008.

Having elected stewards and representatives to church council, the meeting
received reports from 32 church groups. These gave a good overview of the
wide range of activities that take place in the church. A copy of these reports
is available on the church notice board.

Rev Tim Morris outlined the progress
of the churchés work and of our | ink
lot of consultation and the results of were due to be discussed by the circuit
group at the end of April.

Our youth worker (Linda Rose) gave a presentation on her work with the

youth in the area. Her busy work straddles the 29 churches and chapels in the
area where she offers support to a wide range of groups. She felt that
Ashbourne is unique in that there are no major youth problems, but there are
specific issues around how to support youth groups in a rural area, particu-
larly in regard of travelling distancésa problem that QEGS helps address

this by bringing all school children into Ashbourne.

Linda meets with young people in many different places, often talking with
youths she has seen elsewhere. She identified that the Basement provides a
useful meeting place as Friday is an important night to provide a place for
youths to be. She showed photographs of her work with younger children,
youth activities, and of her work providing bridges to the community.

Stephanie Cole

QUIZ TIME!

m A new quiz is available from the end of May, price £1. All
proceeds will be in aid of NCH. The closing date wilt7®
July, and winners will be announced at the NCH Jazz event on
2" August at The Elms, Snelston. Copies available from
members of the support group

Val Howse, Marianne and Eric Matthews, Doris Harrison, Sandra and Cliff
Lewer, Heather Garbutt, Judith Starkie, Margaret Todd and Betty and
Michael Hadley.

Tel. for enquiries 01335 300699




96.7 ASHBOURNE RADIO LAUNCHES!

Monday 26th May sees the launch9®.7 Ashbourne Radica commercial
station broadcasting 24hrs a da
dependant on advertising and commercial sponsorship to survive.
However they clearly see the need to include community content in of
maximize their listener base. There are three avenues which are pote
open to local charitable and rimtr-profit groups and organisations inclug
ing churches.

In summary these arBales Diary- A service to publicise forthcoming
events 2/3 months in advance. Details need to be submitted and will
broadcast at intervals until the event date when it will be deleted.
Ashbourne Action- Opportunity for broadcasting a brief (45 secs) apps¢
on behalf of a voluntary organization. Felt to be better suited to non ca
appeals, volunteers, donated equipment, sponsorship. Appeal recorde
broadcast at intervaldlews Stories Local hews broadcast on the half h
from 07.30- 1830hrs. Organisations should prepare press release and
to the Station If interested they may undertake an interview.

John Dyster attended a meeting on behalsifbourne Churches Togeth
and can provide further information
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GREEN BOX 3
Carpet Sweepers make a come -back!

Instead of getting out the vacuum cleaner every time you want to clean up
a few crumbs, use the dear old carpet sweeper; it's not as thorough af the

‘hoover' but it has its place.

It does a good job on carpets and solid floors, doesn't need plugging
ELECTRICITY!), is easy to empty ( no bags to buy or throw away) ar

a doddle to use. | bought mine in a charity shop, but they have them in

David Neill's.

I sound like an advert(!), but the real point is that you can REDUCE th

n (NO
dis

e

amount of electricity you use which is good for the environment and your

pocket
(Got a O6green tipo or Mat Reldingt o
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WORLD NEWS FROM A CHRISTIAN
PERSPECTIVE

The 50 most dangerous places on earth to be a Christian

For the sixth year running North Korea has again been revealed as the most
dangerous place on earth in which to be a Christian, easily keeping its top
spot due to the relentless way it represses Christians.

This is the key finding of the 2008 World Watch List of the worst 50 nations
for persecuting Christians, recently published by Open Doors, the interna-
tional charity serving persecuted Christians worldwide.

Open Doors' major new report, which is now in its sixth year, places the
Wahhabi kingdom of Saudi Arabia in second place, followed closely by
another country ruled by Sharia law: Iran.

The Bishop of Shrewsbury, Alan Smith said, "We need to support our fellow
Christians in other countries, many of whom are suffering or whose lives are
under threat."

At best, Christians living in countries featuring on the World Watch List
2008 can expect discrimination in the workplace, in education, physical and
emotional abuse or a ban on holding church services. At worst, and this is a
regular occurrence for Christians living in any of the worst ten nations, they
may be thrown into jail andall too often- are murdered.

Islam is the majority religion in six of the top 10 countries: Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Maldives, Afghanistan, Yemen and Uzbekistan. Three countries have
communist governments: North Korea, Laos and China. Bhutan, which has
just ceased being an absolute monarchy, is the only Buddhist country in the
top ten.

Many of the nations which feature on the World Watch List are signatories to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which guarantees freedom of



